An act relating to contributions to the retirement systems for certain police officers in certain municipalities. by Texas. Legislature. Senate.
MESSAGE 
I am allowing the following bills related to local retirement systems to become law 
without my signature: House Bill No. 3033, Senate Bill No. 1285 and Senate Bill No. 
1286. 
Each of these bills changes provisions of local retirement systems that receive no state 
support. Municipalities have the ability to .make changes under laws that have already 
been passed, so forcing cities to come to the legislature to change their locally-funded 
retirement systems is an unnecessary exercise. 
Following the 78th and 80th Legislatures, I allowed local pension bills to become law 
with the message, "The Texas Legislature should get out of the business of approving 
local retirement benefits for cities." I am disappointed that the legislature continues to 
mandate what local pension benefits must be. I strongly recommend that municipalities 
work with the legislature to repeal the mandate that certain cities must come to the 
legislature to change their pension systems. 
ATTESTED BY: 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I 
have signed my name officially 
and caused the Seal of the State 
to be affixed hereto at Austin, 
this 17th day of June, 20 II. 
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Chapter 1353 S.B. No. 1285 
1 AN ACT 
2 relating to contributions to the retirement systems for certain 
3 police officers in certain municipalities. 
4 
5 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 
SECTION 1. Subdivisions (1) and (2), Subsection (a), 
6 Section 8.01, Chapter 452 (S.B. 738), Acts of the 72nd Legislature, 
7 Regular Session, 1991 (Article 6243n-1, Vernon's Texas Civil 
8 Statutes), are amended to read as follows: 
9 (1) Deposits by the members to the police retirement 
10 system shall be made at a rate of at least 13 [~l percent of the 
11 basic hourly earnings of each member. Deposits required to be made 
12 by members shall be deducted from payroll. On recommendation of the 
13 board, the Active--Contributory members may by a majority of those 
14 voting increase the rate of member deposits above 13 [~l percent 
15 to whatever amount the board has recommended. If the deposit rate 
16 for members has been increased to a rate above 13 [~l percent, the 
17 rate may be decreased if the board recommends the decrease, the 
18 board's actuary approves the decrease, and a majority of the 
19 Active--Contr ibutory members voting on the matter approve the 
20 decrease. 
21 (2) The city shall contr ibute amounts equal to 18 
22 percent of the basic hourly earnings of each member employed by the 
23 city for all periods on or before September 30, 2010, subject to 
24 additional amounts as provided by Subdivision (3) of this 
~ 
• 
S.B. No. 1285 
1 subsection. The city shall contribute amounts equal to 19 percent 
2 of the basic hour ly earnings of each member employed by the city for 
3 all periods after September 30, 2010, and before October 1, 2011, 
4 subject to additional amounts as provided by Subdivision (3) of 
5 this subsection. The city shall contribute amounts equal to 20 
6 percent of the basic hourly earnings of each member employed by the 
7 city for all periods after September 30, 2011, and before October 1, 
8 2012, subject to additional amounts as provided by Subdivision (3) 
9 of this subsection. The city shall contribute amounts equal to 21 
10 percent of the basic hourly earnings of each member employed by the 
11 city for all periods after September 30, 2012, subject to 
12 additional amounts as provided by Subdivision (3) of this 
13 subsection. The city council may also authorize the city to make 
14 additional contributions to the police retirement system in 
15 whatever amount the city council may determine. Contributions by 
16 the city shall be made each pay period. 
17 SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2011. 
o 
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S.B. No. 1285 
Secret~~e 
I hereby certify that S.B. No. 1285 passed the House, with 
amendment, on May 25, 2011, by the following vote: Yeas 107, 
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